were tested similarly but with Flynn Waitkins' and CTA tests. Bacteria that were identified as gonoc( using the Neisstrip but not by the ot methods were further identified using the i 20NE kit (API Systems, Montalieu-Vervi France).
NEISSTRIP COLONY IDENTIFICATION
A single colony was taken from the selec medium and inoculated on to each of the tl chemically impregnated filter paper strips are attached to a plastic strip. Each of filter papers was moistened with 10 4ul of -tilled water, and the strip placed in a P dish and incubated at 37°C for 15 minu The dish also contained a 2 cm square piec damp blotting paper to prevent the strip c ing out. The development of a blue coloux the fl-galactosidase (fl-G) strip was taker indicate the presence of this enzyme, whicJ turn indicated that this organism could noi N gonorrhoeae. If no blue colour appeare chemical developer was added to the pri aminopeptidase (PA) and the y-glutai aminopeptidase (GGA) strips. The formati within 30 seconds, of a pink colour in Gonochek colours: yellow and blue without addition of EY-20, red and colourless after the addition of EY-20. All isolates were capable of growth on gonococcal selective media with exception of N cinerea. 
Discussion
The pressure for accuracy and speed in the identification of N gonorrhoeae has led to the development of several commercial kits,2 which perform well but add to cost and require refrigeration. In the past the identification of the organism for legal purposes required the production of acid from glucose but not from other sugars. False results do occur and further tests may be required. 6 The change in the colour of the pH indicator in the medium is slow, difficult to see, and is affected by dissolved carbon dioxide, so this inaccuracy is not surprising.
In the study of the culture collection strains, which included bacteria known to be difficult to identify, none of the organisms was incorrectly identified by both Phadebact and Neisstrip nor by both Phadebact and Gonochek. The reported false positive cross reaction of N cinerea, N lactamica, N meningitidis and Branhamella catarrhalis using the pooled monoclonal antibody products in the identification of N gonorrhoeae suggest that further tests may be required to be sure of the identity of a strain. This has not been shown at this time with the Phadebact monoclonal GC test which has been reported as 100% sensitive and specific.7 N cinerea is exceedingly uncommon in genital specimens but may give a positive sugar utilisation reaction with glucose (and not other sugars). Its identification is therefore difficult. Neisseria lactamica, however, is clearly differentiated from N gonorrhoeae by both rapid enzyme tests The superoxol test requires experience to differentiate positive and negative results but gave results consistent with Neisstrip and with Phadebact Monoclonal GC in 98% of organisms tested in the prospective study. It is rapid, and cheap, but shows some positive results with other Neisseriaceae, particularly N lactamica, N meningitidis, and B catarrhalis.5 Nongonococcal isolates from gonococcal selective medium, when tested by the superoxol test and Neisstrip, gave a false positive rate which we estimate to be less than 0 1%. Use of these two tests would require that if only one was positive then the result should be checked by other methods.
We conclude that Neisstrip is a convenient, rapid system for the identification of N gonorrhoeae from selective media for the isolation of gonococci, and that it may be of use in the identification of other pathogenic Neisseriaceae. When used alone in the circumstances that we describe it has a sensitivity of 99%, a specificity of 95% giving a positive predictive value of 99%. In combination with the superoxol test it is exceedingly accurate.
